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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, SA, IS, SY, IZ 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI ASSESSMENT OF SADAT VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 

BEGIN SUMMARY: MFA OFFICIALS SEE PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISIT TO 
SAUDI ARABIA AS SUCCESSFUL FROM THE EGYPTIAN POINT OF VIEW. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . MFA DIRECTOR OF ME AFFAIRS (VERED) AND HER DEPUTY (BARNEA) 
HAVE TOLD US THAT SADAT'S VISIT HIGHLIGHTED THE AMBIVALENCE 
WHICH THEY SEE IN SAUI RELATIONS WITH EGYPT AND OTHER ARAB 
STATES. ONE EXAMPLE OF THIS AMBIVALENCE IS THAT SAUDI ARABIA 
SUPPORTS SADAT BECAUSE HE IS CONSIDERED A BETTER LEADER THEN 
NASSER IN TERMS OF SAUDI INTERESTS AND BETTER THAN ANY LIKELY 
SUCCESSOR. AT THE SAME TIME THE SAUDIS DO NOT WANT TO 
STRENGTHEN EGYPT TO THE POINT THAT IT MIGHT POSE A FUTURE THREAT 
TO SAUDI INTERESTS, PARTICULARLY IF A FUTURE LEADER WERE LESS 
FRIENDLY THAN SADAT. 

2. ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THIS AMBIVALENCE IN ISRAELI EYES IS 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA, WHICH IS CONSIDERED MORE EXTREME THAN 
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AID AS LEVERAGE TO BRING EGYPT CLOSER TO THE SYRIAN POSITION, 
WHICH THE SAUDIS CONSIDER TO BE MORE CORRECT ON THOSE ISSUES. 
ALSO, THE SAUDIS WISH TO KEEP SYRIA FROM DRIFTING FURTHER 
INTO THE SOVIET ORBIT AND BELIEVE THAT CLOSER EGYPTIAN/ 

SYRIAN RELATIONS WOULD HELP PREVENT THAT DRIFT. 

3. FOR THESE REASONS AND BECAUSE SAUDI ARABIA WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE A RELATIVELY STRON SYRIA TO COUNTER CONTINUING SAUDI 
FEARS OF IRAQ, IT CAUTIOUSLY SUPPORTS SYRIA. FOR EXAMPLE, 

IT SUPPORTED SYRIAN PEACE-MAKING EFFORTS IN LEBANON BUT WITH 
RELUCTANCE BECAUSE THIS SUPPORT FAVORED A LEFTIST RADICAL 
FACTION. NEVERTHELESS, SAUDI ARABIA REMAINS CONCERENED ABOUT 
SYRIA BECOMING TOO STRONG AND IT REMAINS AFRAID OF ’GREATER 
SYRIA." 

4. GIVEN THESE CONTRADICTIONS AND AMBIVALENT INTERESTS, 

SADAT'S HOSTS EXERTED PRESSURE ON HIM TO MOVE TOWARD SYRIA. 
HOWEVER, SADAT DID NOT SUCCUMB TO THESE PRESSURES AND ARGUED 
THAT ARAB STATES SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON SOLVING THEIR INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS AND THEN TURN TO PROBLEMS BETWEEN VARIOUS ARAB 
STATES. HE TOLD HIS SAUDI HOSTS THAT WHILE THERE IS NO 
DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA ON BASIC GOALS 
REGARDING THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, THERE IS DIS- 
AGREEMENT ON THE TACTICS TO BE USED IN ACHIEVING THOSE GOALS. 

HE STRESSED HIS BELIEF THAT THE UNITED STATES CAN EXTRACT 
GAINS FOR THE ARABS FROM ISRAEL AND SAID THAT HE REMAINED 
COMMITTED T THE POLITICAL OPTION. (VERED AND BARNEA 

BELIEVE SADAT'S SUBSEQUENT STATEMENT IN KUWAIT THAT SYRIA 
WOULD BE ON ITS OWN IF IT STARTED A CONFLICT IS PUBLIC 
CONFIRMATION OF AT LEAST ONE POINT HE MADE TO THE SAUDIS.) 

5. IN SUM, SADAT'S VISIT WAS A SUCCESS FROM HIS POINT OF 

VIEW, ACCORDING TO VERED. HE PROBABLY OBTAINED A PLEDGE FOR 
FUTURE FINANCIAL AID DURING 1976, IN ADDITION TO THE $300 
MILLION ANNOUNCED DURING HIS VISIT, ALTHOUGH THE SAUDI 
GOVERNMENT IS UNHAPPY WITH EGYPTIAN BUREAUCRACY AND THE 
WASTEFUL WAYS IN WHICH SAUDI AID MONEY IS SPENT. THOSE 
PLEDGES WOULD BRING SAUDI AID TO A TOTAL OF ALMOST ONE 
BILLION IN 1976. 
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